Meretz

Number of Seats in 16th Knesset : 6
Number of Seats in 15th Knesset: 10

Campaign Slogans: 1) You are our choice. Meretz; 2) A healthy Israel instead of an ill occupation; and 3) Mister Chairman, honorable Mafia, the vote for Meretz is a clean ballot (in reference to allegations of corruption in Labor and Likud primaries).

· Left-wing social democratic secular party 

· Supports a just and comprehensive peace between Israel and its neighbors 

· Dismantlement of settlements and withdrawal from West Bank and Gaza Strip 

· Human, civil rights and social justice agenda 

· Ecology and a safe environment agenda





 A healthy Israel, instead of an ill occupation
You are our choice. Meretz. 

Yossi Sarid 
Meretz Party Chairman
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Mr. Yossi Sarid was born in Rehovot, Israel in 1940. He served in the IDF Artillery Corps and as a military correspondent. Sarid holds an M.A. in Political Science and Sociology from the New School for Social Research in New York. 

A journalist by profession, Yossi Sarid, writes a regular column for the Ha'aretz daily newspaper, as well as articles for the local and international press. He has also published an anthology of poetry.

A Member of Knesset since 1974, Sarid has served on the following committees: Education and Culture (1974-77), House (1974-92), Immigration and Absorption (1996-99) and Foreign Affairs and Security (1977-92, 1996-99). Sarid served as Minister of the Environment from January 1, 1993, until June 1996. He served as Minister of Education from July 1999 until his resignation in June 2000.

Sarid is married and the father of three.
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Meretz (literally, "Energy") was formed in 1992 by the merge of three parties: MAPAM (Israeli Workers' Party), RATZ (Citizens' Rights Movement) and Shinui (Change). The merge was the result of similar views on the peace process, although positions on economic issues varied. Meretz joined the governing coalition after the 1992 elections becoming Labor's senior partner. In 1996, Shinui left Meretz and became an independent party. In elections that year, Meretz garnered 10 Knesset seats and became the fourth largest party. When in 2000, Ariel Sharon formed a national unity government with the Labor Party, Meretz became the primary party in opposition to the ruling coalition.

Palestinian Statehood

Meretz strongly favors the establishment of a Palestinian State. Views such a state as the only possible guarantor of peace between Israeli and the Palestinians and Arab world. 

Peace Process

Meretz fully supports continuing the peace process with the view to creating a Palestinian state that will address the primary grievances of the Palestinians. Once an agreement with the Palestinians is achieved, Israel should work towards a comprehensive regional peace agreement that will impede and actively counter fundamentalist terror that threatens all states in the Middle East. Meretz believes that peace with Syria is key to regional peace and therefore agrees to withdraw from the Golan Heights, assuming that Syria will accept security stipulations safeguarding Israel.

Jerusalem

Jerusalem's special national and religious meaning for all religions and people will be taken into consideration when determining its final status. Meretz does not reject on principle a divided Jerusalem.

Israeli Communities in the Territories (Settlements)

Meretz views the Jewish settlements in the territories and the Golan Heights as the primary obstacle peace agreements with the Palestinians and the Syrians. The party believes that continued settlements endanger Israel's demographic balance and political future. Meretz's platform calls for the permanent borders between Israel and a future Palestinian state to be determined in negotiations but accepts that Israel will have to relinquish most of the land captured in the 1967 Six-Day War and dismantle many settlements. In order to prevent internal civilian strife between different sectors of Israel, Meretz advocates providing attractive resettlement packages to settlers in the hope that most will opt to leave their communities peacefully with little resistance. 

Demographic Issues

Meretz supports increased Jewish immigration to Israel and wants the state to guarantee immigrants suitable housing, employment and assistance in integrating into Israeli society. The party has consistently voiced support and concern for equal rights for the Arab minority in Israel. Meretz believes that Israel's Jewish and democratic nature is severely threatened by Israel's rule in the territories. Accordingly, Israel should advance the peace process and help establish a Palestinian state in the immediate future.

Economy & Social Welfare

Meretz supports a modern economy that combines economic growth with sensitivity to social needs and the underprivileged.

Religion & State

Although recognizing that Jewish tradition is a primary element of Israel's national culture, Meretz believes that tradition should not dictate the norms of individuals in an open, democratic society. Meretz supports legislation that guarantees freedom of religion for Israel's citizens and grants equal status to all streams of Judaism - Orthodox, Conservative, Reform and Reconstructionist.

Meretz rejects the religious status quo in which vital services such as public transport are disallowed on Saturday (Shabbat). Meretz also rejects the exemption of ultra-orthodox scholars from full military service.
Meretz card

A Jewish State Vs. state for all citizens. 


The party has consistently voiced support and concern for equal rights for the Arab minority in Israel. Meretz believes that Israel's Jewish and democratic nature is severely threatened by Israel's rule in the territories. Accordingly, Israel should advance the peace process and help establish a Palestinian state in the immediate future.

Separate state & Church


Meretz believes in the seperation of synagogue and state. Although recognizing that Jewish tradition is a primary element of Israel's national culture, Meretz believes that tradition should not dictate the norms of individuals in an open, democratic society. Meretz supports legislation that guarantees freedom of religion for Israel's citizens and grants equal status to all streams of Judaism.Meretz rejects the religious status quo in which vital services such as public transport are disallowed on Saturday (Shabbat). Meretz also rejects the exemption of ultra-orthodox scholars from full military service.

Dismantling

Settlements
Meretz views the Jewish settlements in the territories and the Golan Heights as the primary obstacle peace agreements with the Palestinians and the Syrians. The party believes that continued settlements endanger Israel's demographic balance and political future. Meretz's platform calls for the permanent borders between Israel and a future Palestinian state to be determined in negotiations but accepts that Israel will have to relinquish most of the land captured in the 1967 Six-Day War and dismantle many settlements. In order to prevent internal civilian strife between different sectors of Israel, Meretz advocates providing attractive resettlement packages to settlers in the hope that most will opt to leave their communities peacefully with little resistance.

National Priorities


Meretz supports a modern economy that combines economic growth with sensitivity to social needs and the underprivileged. Since Meretz's focus is on personal and equal rights, it does not focus on weaker segments of society. One of the priorities for Meretz is ecological and inviromental issues.

