[image: image1.jpg]


 Davening Today in a Shul
By: Aviad Tabory
Introduction 

This Shiur will try to sum up our discussion. This is the time to discuss with the chanichim what they learned from this specific topic. Use Rav Soloveitchik's article to trigger a discussion about the place of a shul today.

Chevruta

Have the chanichim prepare:

· Rav Soloveitchik's article about the idea of Beit Knesset.

· Shulchan Aruch Hilchot Tefilah 90, 9

Learn

· The Shulchan Aruch teaches us that it is important to daven with a tzibur in a shul.  Notice that there are two separate halachot here:

 1. Tefilah Be’Tzibur

 2. Tefilah in a shul.

 These two values create a few Halachot:

1. It is better to daven in a shul even without a minyan

2. One should always try to daven with a minyan even outside a shul.

3. One should try to daven the same time as the tzibur. 

 Rav Soloveitchik explains that a shul does not serve only as a house of prayer but also as a house of Jewish identity. A house that brings a Jew together with his past his future and connects him to his heritage. In times of spiritual danger, our shul protects us, it binds us together as a people.  

