
MAKING TIME COUNT
Unit Name: MAKING TIME COUNT

A program on Jewish ideas about Charity - Zedaka.

Timing: to be presented the morning of July 26,  before visiting ALYN Children's Orthopedic Hospital

Goals:

     1. Awareness of the idea of Jewish Responsibility.

     2. Awareness of the practical options and possibilities through which we can actualize our relationship with other Jews.

     3. Understanding that responsibility can not be fulfilled

with money alone.

Supplementary Goal:

Inspire the group to take on a group or individual Zedaka projects   in the community. 

Time: One to one-and-a-half hours

Materials: Cards describing eight good deeds (one set for every 8 - 10 students); a small box marked "Zedaka";  large bristol paper and marker for each group;  copies of Rambam's Eight Principles of Charity (one per participant).

Procedure:    Students are divided into teams of 8 - 10 and each team given sets of cards, each of which describes a good deed. They are told that they have decided to do something that will help another person but only have a limited amount of time available. They have to reach a team consensus on ranking the good deeds in order of priority. They have ten minutes in which to do so and to justify their ranking to the group. The madrich may give an extension of time if needed. A representative of each team presents the order which they have chosen along with its explanation, and the madrich writes each ranking on the group bristol paper. After all the teams present their rankings, an open discussion is conducted in which all students and the madrich may question or criticize the choices of the other teams. The madrich should make sure that the different issues involved are recognized (personal vs. group, Jewish vs. general, educational or rehabilitative  vs. compassionate aid, etc.). The madrich may add additional questions: Are there any kinds of Good Deeds which are missing from this list? 

At this point, if the students have realized that it is difficult to make absolute rankings of these kinds of things, the madrich mentions that there has already been an attempt made to rank different froms of helping other people. He/she distributes the Rambam's Eight Degrees of Zedaka (scrambled) and reads it together with the group. The group then has to decide in what order of importance they rate the Rambam's list.  They have to come up with a group consensus.  

At this point the leader should tell them the Rambam's actual ordering of the levels of  Zedaka.  Do they agree with it?  Why or why not?

After the discussion, the madrich asks the students whether they can describe acts of helping others which they have performed in the last month. The madrich might point out that given that everyone probably agrees that helping other people, especially the unfortunate, is a mitzvah that everyone should do, everyone should be able to do something along those lines at least once a month. 

Then the madrich holds up the pushke and asks the group to identify what it is.  One important way of doing Zedakah is by giving money, and many people do that.  Sometimes people give large amounts of money, like the contributions many of their parents give to UJA.  Other times people give on a regular basis, by putting small amounts of money in a collection  box.  (How many do that regularly?!)  

Another important way of giving is by giving of one's time; of establishing human contact.  This is often harder to do than to give money.  Working with the sick or the elderly can be depressing and frustrating.  Sometimes people are ungrateful and that can be difficult.  Despite the challenges, it is important to give of our time.

In fact, Judaism does not view Zedaka as "charity", that is, something that you do out of the good of your heart when you feel like it.  It is a commandment and must be done by all, no matter how rich or poor.  The Hebrew word Zedaka means "righteousness".  Giving Zedaka is the right thing to do - it helps to right the wrongs of the world.

In Biblical times, farmers used to give 10% of all of their crops/income to the poor.  Today, giving 10% of one's income is an ideal which many strive for.

NOTE: 

As a follow up to this project  , it would be a good idea to have a short session where you suggest that everyone think of one significant good deed that they anonymously pledge to do in the coming month. If they have trouble thinking of one, the madrichim should be prepared with ideas of things that can be done in the context of the Federation, the JCC, Beth Israel or other.

GOOD DEEDS (Choose eight to put on each group's card)

1. Helping a widowed Jewish mother take care of her five young children.

2. Helping a child from a non-Jewish deprived family who is failing in school with their lessons.

3. Writing letters to Jews who are persecuted in Syria.

4. Tutoring a boy who never knew anything about Judaism, and who wants to prepare for his Bar Mitzvah, and whose parents won't support his interest in Judaism.

5. The local Jewish school was burnt by vandals, and cannot be rebuilt without volunteer help.

6. A shul in an old age home can't open for davening unless a young volunteer helps open up and take care of the lights and heating.

7. Taking a young woman who is confined to a wheelchair out for a walk in the park - the only chance she has to get out of the house.

8. Sending care packages to Israeli soldiers who are guarding the borders.

9. Reading books to a blind student, who is trying to finish school so that he can get a job and support himself.

10. Helping a non-Jewish old person with some cooking and household chores so that they can continue to live with dignity in their own home and not have to move to an old age home.

THE EIGHT LEVELS OF TZEDAKA

 (version for staff)

According to the Rambam (Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon), there are eight different levels of giving charity. The Rambam was probably the greatest Jewish scholar of the Middle Ages. His philosophical treatise, The Guide for the Perplexed is a landmark in Jewish thought. His Code of Jewish Law is still used today as a reference on Jewish law.

In descending order these are:

1. The highest level is: giving someone a loan or going into partnership with him or her, or find them a job so that they may become financially independent, and not need charity.

2. The second highest level is giving, such that the giver and receiver remain anonymous. This is similar to the Tzedaka box they had in the Temple in Jerusalem; the rich would put money in and the poor could take out as much as they needed.

3. Slightly less than this is when the giver knows who he is giving to, yet the recipient does not know who he is receiving from.

4. Slightly less than this is when the giver does not know to whom he is giving, but the recipient knows who is giving to him.

5. Slightly less than this is when the giver gives before he is asked (although the giver knows to whom he is giving, and the recipient knows from who he is receiving.)

6. Slightly less is when someone gives only after he is asked.

7. Slightly less is when someone gives less than they should, but does so in a friendly way.

8. Slightly less is when someone gives begrudgingly. 

THE EIGHT LEVELS OF TZEDAKA

(version for group)

According to the Rambam (Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon), there are eight different levels of giving charity. The Rambam was probably the greatest Jewish scholar of the Middle Ages. His philosophical treatise, The Guide for the Perplexed is a landmark in Jewish thought. His Code of Jewish Law is still used today as a reference on Jewish law.

Giving when the giver gives before he is asked (although the giver knows to whom he is giving, and the recipient knows from who he is receiving.)

Giving when someone gives begrudgingly. 

Giving when someone gives only after he is asked.

Giving someone a loan or going into partnership with him or her, or find them a job so that they may become financially independent, and not need charity.

Giving when the giver does not know to whom he is giving, but the recipient knows who is giving to him.

Giving, such that the giver and receiver remain anonymous. This is similar to the Tzedaka box they had in the Temple in Jerusalem; the rich would put money in and the poor could take out as much as they needed.

Giving when the giver knows who he is giving to, yet the recipient does not know who he is receiving from.

Giving when someone gives less than they should, but does so in a friendly way.

GOOD DEEDS (Choose eight to put on each group's card)

Helping a widowed Jewish mother take care of her five young children.

Helping a child from a non-Jewish deprived family who is failing in school with their lessons.

Writing letters to Jews who are persecuted in Syria.

Tutoring a boy who never knew anything about Judaism, and who wants to prepare for his Bar Mitzvah, and whose parents won't support his interest in Judaism.

The local Jewish school was burnt by vandals, and cannot be rebuilt without volunteer help.

A shul in an old age home can't open for davening unless a young volunteer helps open up and take care of the lights and heating.

Taking a young woman who is confined to a wheelchair out for a walk in the park - the only chance she has to get out of the house.

Sending care packages to Israeli soldiers who are guarding the borders.

Reading books to a blind student, who is trying to finish school so that he can get a job and support himself.

Helping a non-Jewish old person with some cooking and household chores so that they can continue to live with dignity in their own home and not have to move to an old age home.
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